(Warszewicz s.n., W-R 37663!, the type), and it was successively reported in Mesoamerica from México (Soto Arenas 1988), Belize (Halcrow & Halcrow 1967) , Honduras (Hamer 1984, distribution map) , Nicaragua (Hamer 1984) , and Panama (Allen 1949) . In Costa Rica it was first recorded by Mora-Retana and García (1992) . Because no specimens of M. brassavolae are kept in the national herbaria studied by the authors, it is likely they had no opportunity to examinate any actual specimens collected in the country. Dressler (1993b) included Costa Rica in the distribution range of M. brassavolae, but Atwood and Mora-Retana (1999: 88) only indicated that the species should be expected in Costa Rica, and formally excluded it from the treatment of Subtribe Oncidiinae for the Flora Costaricensis. Plant epiphytic, cespitose, to about 20 cm tall. Roots slender, flexuous, glabre. Pseudobulbs conicpyriform to subcylindric, rounded in section, 3.2 cm long, 0.8 cm wide, monophyllous, subtended at the base by 2-3 lanceolate-triangular, acute, scarious bracts to 2.4 cm long. Leaf narrowly elliptic to linear-elliptic, subcoriaceous, obtuse to acute, 17- Inflorescence lateral, from the base of pseudobulb, a slender, pendulous, many-flowered raceme to 17 cm long; peduncle terete, to 6 cm long, with several narrowly triangular, acuminate, scarious bracts. Floral bracts narrowly triangular, provided at the base with a subglobose thickening, to 8 mm long. Flower with pale brown to rose-brown sepals and petals, the margins yellowish green, the lip white with purple-brown blotches. Sepals subsimilar, narrowly lanceolate, acuminate, 20 mm long, 2.3 mm wide. Petals simillar to the sepals, widest at the base, 16 mm long, 2.5 mm wide. Lip sessile, 3-lobed, obcordiform, 9 mm long; 6 mm wide, the lateral lobes suborbicular, rounded, the median lobe linear-filiform, the disc with a low longitudinal keel from the base to the insertion point of midlobe. Column fleshy, subterete from a narrow base, 7 mm long, abruptly dilated above into a deeply cucullate clinandrium, the margins conspicuously lacerate, provided ventrally with two subquadrate flaps surrounding the stigma, the rostellum long, narrowly linear. Anther cap narrowly triangular, cucullate at the base, 2-celled. Pollinia 2, obovate, slightly complanate, on a long, linear, apically dilated stipe; viscidium elliptic. ECOLOGY AND PHENOLOGY: Epiphytic in tropical rain forest, basal belt, 15-100 m, usually in very wet sites, restricted to the Caribbean drainage. Flowering occurs at least from October to December. CONSERVATION STATUS: It is rather surprising that such an attractive species, with its long inflorescences and pretty flowers, remained so far unknown to the many orchid growers living in the country, but the scattered available data suggest it should be considered a rare species in northern Mesoamerica. In Costa Rica M. brassavolae is known only from two collections, and a single specimen collected in 1928 (Englesing 275, AMES, photo!) is so far the only record of this species from Nicaragua (Hamer 1984 (Hamer , 2000 .
